
 



11..  GGrrooaann  

a) A deep long sound showing great pain or 
unhappiness 
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• We could hear the groans of the 
wounded soldiers. 

• He looked at the piles of dirty dishes 
and gave a groan of dismay. 

• She's always moaning and groaning 

(complaining a lot) about the weather. 

Thesaurus: moan, cry, sigh, murmur 

Cognates: groan (v.) 

22..  BBeenniiggnn  

a) Pleasant and kind 
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• A benign old lady 

• The policeman smiled benignly at the 
motorist. 

Thesaurus: kind, kindly, friendly, amiable, 
genial, gracious, cordial, gentle, benevolent 
(s), unfriendly, hostile (a) 

Cognates: benignly (adv.), benignant 
(adj.), benignantly (adv.), benignity (n.) 

b) Describes a growth that is not likely to 
cause death 
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• A benign tumor 

Thesaurus: non-malignant, non-dangerous, 
harmless, curable, remediable, treatable 
(s), malignant (a) 

33..  NNooooddllee  

a) A food in the form of long thin strips 

made from flour or rice, water and often 
egg, which you cook in boiling liquid 
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• Egg/rice noodles 

• Chicken noodle soup 

44..  PPeeddiiaattrriicciiaann  

a) A doctor who has special training in 
medical care for children 
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• Pediatric medicine/hospital 

• She specializes in pediatrics. 

Cognates: pediatric (adj.), pediatrics (n.) 

55..  SSoolliiddaarriittyy  

a) Agreement between and support for the 
members of a group, especially a political 
group 
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• The situation raises important 
questions about solidarity among member 
states of the UN. 

• The lecturers joined the protest march 
to show solidarity with their students. 

• The success of the strike relies on the 
solidarity of the workers. 

Thesaurus: unity, unification, union, 
unanimity, singleness of purpose, team 
spirit, camaraderie, harmony (s) 

66..  CCaarroouusseell  

a) (US) merry-go-round 
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b) A continuous moving strip on which 
airport passengers' bags are put for 
collection 
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77..  MMoobb  

a) A large angry crowd, especially one 
which could easily become violent 
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• The angry mob outside the jail 
was/were ready to riot. 

• A lynch mob 

• Fifty people were killed in three days of 
mob violence. 

Thesaurus: crowd, horde, rabble, mass (s)  

Cognates: mob (v.) 

b) An organization of criminals 
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• A New York mob leader 

Thesaurus: group, set, troop, gang (s) 

Cognates: mobster (n.) 

88..  RReettrraacctt  

a) To take back an offer or statement, etc. 
or admit that a statement was false 

)��A 	�M
� (N���
�� �L
 	N�
�H O"/ 	�
�9 5�+M 	K� �+$49

�9 5�+M 
�* 0Q�� K� 	N�
�H O" �� 
�* %�M
��
) ��&$" 	+�M (

��&$" 	�
�9 'RE�+�M 	�
K .? �� 	N�>E� �
�9 CRE� 

• Retract an invitation/promise 



• When questioned on TV, the minister 
retracted his allegations. 

• The newspaper printed a retraction for 
their previous error. 

Thesaurus: take back, withdraw, revoke, 
repeal, rescind, annul, cancel, abrogate, 
abjure, renounce, recant, disclaim (s) 

Cognates: retraction (n.) 

b) To pull something back or in 
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• The wheels retract after the aircraft 
takes of. 

• The cat retracted its claws. 

Thesaurus: draw in, pull in, pull back (s) 

Cognates: retractable (adj.), retraction (n.) 

99..  AAlliimmoonnyy  

a) A regular amount of money that a court 
of law orders a person, usually a man, to 

pay to their partner after a divorce 
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Thesaurus: maintenance (s) 

1100..  CChhoorreeooggrraapphheerr  

a) The creator or arranger of a ballet, stage 
dance, etc. 
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Cognates: choreography (n.), choreograph 
(v.) 

1111..  IImmpplliiccaattee  

a) To show that someone is involved in a 
crime or partly responsible for something 
bad that has happened 
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• Have they any evidence to implicate 
him in the robbery? 

• The case depended upon his 
implication of his co-workers in the fraud. 

Thesaurus: incriminate, accuse, charge, 

blame, impeach, involve, entangle (s), 
absolve, dissociate (a) 

Cognates: implication (n.) 

1122..  FFlliirrtt  

a) To behave as if sexually attracted to 
someone, although not seriously 
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• Christina was flirting with just about 
every man in the room. 

• It was a harmless flirtation and nothing 
more. 

Thesaurus: toy with, trifle with, make eyes 
at (s)  

Cognates: flirt (n.), flirtation (n.), flirtatious 
(adj.), flirtatiously (adv.), flirtatiousness 
(n.)  

b) To consider doing something, but not 
seriously, or to be interested in something 

for a short time 
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• I'm flirting with the idea of taking a 
year off and traveling round the world. 

• He's been flirting with the idea of going 
to Moscow. 

• A brief flirtation with Communism 

Thesaurus: toy with, trifle with, play with, 
entertain the idea/possibility of, consider, 
give thought to, dabble in (s) 

Cognates: flirtation (n.)  

1133..  VVaauulltt  

a) A type of arch which supports a roof or 
ceiling, especially in a church or public 
building, or a ceiling or roof supported by 
several of these arches 
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• A vaulted ceiling/room/pediment 

• The vault of heaven 

Thesaurus: arched roof/ceiling, arch (s) 

Cognates: vaulted (adj.), vaulting (n.) 

b) A room, especially in a bank, with thick 
walls and a strong door, which is used to 
store money or valuable things in safe 
conditions 
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• A bank vault 

• She entered the vault with an armed 
guard. 

Thesaurus: repository, depository (s) 

c) A room under a church or a small 
building in a cemetery where dead bodies 
are buried 
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• She was buried in the family vault. 

Thesaurus: cellar, basement, underground 
chamber (s) 

d) To jump over something by first putting 
your hands on it or by using a pole 
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• He vaulted over the gate. 

• She vaulted the wall and kept running. 

• He has vaulted 6.02m in indoor 
competitions this year. 

• She won silver in the pole vault for 
Australia. 

Thesaurus: jump, leap, jump over, leap 
over, spring over (s) 

Cognates: vault (n.) 

1144..  CCoonnttrrooll  FFrreeaakk  

a) Someone who is determined to make 
things happen exactly in the way they want 
and who tries to make other people do 
what they want 

5��R9 �!FL 	�H �1 

1155..  SSuubbssttaannttiiaattee  

a) To show something to be true, or to 
support a claim with facts 
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• We have evidence to substantiate the 
allegations against him. 

• Reports that children had been hurt 
have not been substantiated. 

• The company produced receipts in 
substantiation of (to support) its claim. 

Thesaurus: give substance to, prove, 
support, uphold, back up, validate, verify, 
corroborate, authenticate, confirm (s) 

Cognates: substantiation (n.), 
substantiated (adj.) 

1166..  BBllaattaanntt  

a) Describes something bad that is very 
obvious or intentional 
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• A blatant lie 

• The whole episode was a blatant 
attempt to gain publicity. 

• It was blatantly obvious that she was 
telling a lie. 

Thesaurus: flagrant, glaring, obtrusive, 
obvious, overt, manifest, conspicuous, 
barefaced, naked, sheer, brazen, 
unmitigated (s) inconspicuous, subtle (a) 

Cognates: blatantly (adv.), blatancy (n.) 

1177..  GGrroovveell  

a) To behave with too much respect 
towards someone to show them that you 
are very eager to please them 
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• He sent a groveling note of apology. 

Thesaurus: abase oneself, humble oneself, 
kowtow, toady, lick someone's boots (s) 

Cognates: groveling (adj.) 

1188..  MMuunnddaannee  

a) Very ordinary and therefore not 
interesting 
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• Mundane matters such as paying bills 
and shopping for food do not interest her. 

Thesaurus: common, ordinary, everyday, 
usual, prosaic, routine, customary, regular, 
commonplace, banal, hackneyed (s) 
extraordinary (a) 

Cognates: mundanely (adv.)  

1199..  TTrroopphhyy  

a) A prize, such as a gold or silver cup, 

which is given to the winner of a race or 
competition 
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• He's an excellent snooker player, but 
he's never won a major trophy. 

• The Duchess of Kent will be presenting 
the trophies. 

Thesaurus: cup, prize, award (s) 

b) Something used as a symbol of success 
from hunting or war 
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• That stuffed pike above the fireplace is 
Pat's trophy from a fishing holiday in 
Scotland. 

Thesaurus: souvenir, memento, keepsake, 
relic (s) 

2200..  OOzz  

a) Australia 
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